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: Fal en by pen in the publique delivery by one f 
his flock, a little before his death. 
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| Publiſhed now ar laſt by the ſaid writer, as a love 

| Token of remembrance to his brethren, to inkindle i 
{ * their affections to prayer, that ſcandalls ( of 
| manic years continuance ) way be removed, RO 
that are barrs to keep back manie god- 1 
| ly wiſe and judicious from us , wher- A 
| by we wight grow to farther * 
| pe1 tection _ f | 
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Seely the harye$t is great, but the labourers are few: 
Wherefore pray the Lord of the harye$t , that 
he Would ſend forth labourers ints 

his harvest. 
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To my heloved brethren m the faith and 
fellowſhip of the Goſpell in all places ſpecially 
thoſe my native countrymen reſtaent in Am- 
ſterdam , grace and peace from our God i 
Christ. 


Eloved the Scripture tells us that 
while the eArk, of God taryed in 
Kiriath-jearim , the time being long 
( for it was twenty years )all 7ſraell 
" lamented after the Lord 1.Sam. 7. 
& 2. The (ame affettions me thinks 1 
= perceive 1n manie of you , even for 
the ſundry years abſence of the Lords miniFters, 
wherby our comfortable portion 1n the Lords houſe is 
greatly leſſened , for being left now as ſheep upon the 
bare commons, 1 fear Wwe may truely c;y With the Pro- 
pher, My leannes, my leannes, and with all being di- 
vers times harryed and torn with the loud out cryes, and 
hard handling of furious und unmercifull Spirits, who 
under pretence of godly zeal and hatred again$t ſin , 
ungodlily maſſacre the true & living members of ( hrifts 
body,and by pulling ent the FO living ſtones 1n- 


2 danrer 


- 
as. 
-_-_ 
<b 
 _— 
One 
— 
i 


i 


-—- 
_ 
_ 
—_ 
_ 


| 


Wy 


4; >, 
| 


VW 


% 


danger the fall of the houſe. «And herewith conſs- 
dering what reproach not onely our ſelves, but alſo the 


truth it ſelf ſu/tains by reaſon of ſuch courſes , for now 


Tvmmon.. * 4 


the wayes of Syon mourn, un that fey or none cone to | 


ber ſolemmnityes [0 that We may truely take up that com- | 
plaint of the Prophet Lament. 1.8, Ieruſalem hath | 
greivoully ſinned, therefore ſhee is in derifion : all | 
that honoured her , deſpiſe her, becauſe they haye | 
ſeene her filthines : yea , ſhe figheth and turneth ' 
backeward. And beſides all this, the vigilant adverſary 
ws 45 forward to diſcourage and diſhearten us by ſlaunde- | 


D 


rt8g our holy prattiſe with ſciſme and profaneſſe. Who 


auely weighing theſe things brethren ca refraine pitying 


24 as our ſaviour Christ did tne multitude , becauſe 
they were diſperſed,and ſcattered abroad,as ſheepe 


having no ſhepheard . But this being now toward the | 
end or laſt dayes , love in men towards others is growen . 
cola , every man ſecking his own and not that that i 


Chrifts, Therefore brethren let us at laſt learn to be wiſs 
for our ſelves, in weighing the daunger of biting and ae- 


vouring one another Which tends to the conſuming one 


of another Gallat. 5.15. Let us hereafter ſtudy to be 
quiet.1.Theiſ.4. 11. and if any yet tuft to be conten- 


t0s5, We muſt anſwere With the ſame ApoZtle, We have 
no ſuch cuſtom. 1.Cor. 11.16. eAnd touching thoſe 
that ſeeme to be poſſeſſed with Diotrephes ſpiru,who are 


 unwearyed to prate againſt us with malicious Words, & | 


fn 


not therwith content thru(t them ont of the Church that 
w W:H10 
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witne for us, and teſtify again#? their mgyuitye , what 


ſhall T ſay of them ( ſince they rejelÞ the Word of God, 


and all wholſom counſell for ther amendement,contrary 
to the very letter of the 38. eArticle of our publiſhed 
confeſſion of. faith ) but onely leave them to the Lord 
who onely hath power to change them or cutt them of. 
In the mean time read & conſider that affettionate ex- 
hortation of the eApoſtle Rom. 16. 17. ow I beſeech 
you brethren mark_ them duligently which cauſe diviſion 
and offences , contrary to the dottrine Which ye have 
learned, and ayoyd them, for they that are ſuch ſerve not 
the Lord Feſus Chrift but themſelves. Yet leaſt they 


ſhould take themſelyes hereby to be wronged if nothing 


be ſaid farther,among$t the manie evills done u5,T have 
thought fitting to grve the ChriStian reader a tast 
of ſome , to wall Tow in the fear of God to conſider 
their waits in their hearts,and judge Without partial- 


lity their courſes by the laW of God , ſo may they ſoone 


fee , how injuriouſly and ph ns they have Walked 
- 


; fauthfull , and honoured 


ever ſince the death of our w! 


guides, Who ſpake enough to declare our daunger , and 


the means ( through Gods bleſſing) to avoid it , for Who 
can forget thoſe oft preſſed Speaches of onr Teacher upon 
his death bed When he earneſtly exhorted even to his 
laſt breath , to Chriftian moderation in the affaires of 
the Church, as the main thing wherein our tranquilly 
world conſiſt , and he had greate reaſon to urge it upon 


ſome , becauſe manie yeares experience bad taught him 


LY. - how 


how feirce,nnedviſed, prepoſterous he had found ſome 
(to be left now in main truſt as the principall)from time 
ro Fire, in kindling fire that their Wiſedom and under- 
ſtanding found work enough to quench. eAnd the laſt 
deceaſſed Elder that beſt knew him that was principally 
aymed at, ſaid in dire words, that it would never be 
well with the Church While it Was guided by 4 ftran- 
ers head,? who can deny h1s woras to be true hitherto, 
nay let even himſelf and his privy counſellours ſpeak , 
whether in their firey Zeale they did not inſtantly ſo far 
forget our Teachers counſell for moderation, that they 
{ought up and forced into the Church new cauſleſſe trou- 
bles contrary to the Law & Gofpell, as the Church of _ 
Leyaen plainly proved to them , & contrary to the very 
letter of the 8. Poſition of our eApologie. 
For When even in a meere matter of adviſe ( deſired 
ef 4 by another Church ) the (hurch here had come 


to 4 peacable concluſion to the content of ech part that 


differed in matter of judoment, and that the Elder had 
ſolemnly promiſed to write a letter accordingly , certain 
diſcontented brethren made a meeting to change that 
ſolemn agreement of the Church , the Elder conſenting 
&F atting with them,Which he bringing and reading to 
the Church , it was inſtantly blamed in the Elder, for 
writing contrary to the Churches joynt agreement , and 
hu own promiſe,and ſo he was turned back (after much 

ſtriving by hime & hts conftaerats, Who were afterwards 
diſcovered as guitly of that they unjuſtly had cenſured 


others 


others for) & Willed to write the firſt peacable agreemet- 
that the church might not be farther troubled,but in ſoms 
abſence (minded chief) the next Lords day , there was 
advantage taken of the time,&7 the letter brought again: 
unaltered in the leaſt,and by a ſtrong and violent hand 
thoſe manie masters then ſo far prevailed again$t thoſe 
that preſſed the former concluſio,that the let ter Was con- 
ſented to by the Church to be ſent away as it was, onely 
croſſing out my name , becauſe 1 conld be no teſtimonge , 
in that my name was prodaced for, and now the (arch 
Was ſo transported,that they refuſed ſo much as to fiont- 
fy under their letter, either that ſome brethren Were dif= 
fering minded thereto, or ta take the adviſe of the (hurch 
of Leyden that Were joyntly intereſſed with them. 
But farther bere Was another thing yet worſe, for 
either the Elder alone , or theſe privy counſellers With 
him , ſtood not to this ſecond aoreement the Church 
14ade,but Wrote another with alterations, additions,and 
diminiſhings beſides the Churches knowleage or conſent, 
& ſent it for the Churches minde and atte , yet behold 
the other brethrenithat never {aW or heard this newe for- 
ged letter.till near t\Wo years after they Were caſt out of 
the Church (which Was difpatched in haſt, even mm 14. 
dayes time leaFt they ſhould bee prevented) upon the 
very ſuſpitio , that a few of the met to write to cotradict 
the ( hwrches ation , in har letter of adviſe, by the ſole, 
yet falſe,information of the Elder,two of them Were fin- 
gled out,and ſelefied from the reſt, and produced to the 
A 4  Chrirch 


(burch for evill , which yet the informer profeſſed , that 
the thing informed and accuſed, might be holy juſt, and 
Food, for ought he knew, yet being d2firous to get matter, 
the matter Was proſecuted in the Church by interroga- 
toryes to finde out fin, WHich the brethren teſtifyed a- 
gainſt , as contrary to the 11 of loye Which thinks no + 
evill, & rule of Chriſt Match. 18. Yet offred they the 
ſusþetted alt to fizht & corrett:o wherin ſoever it ſhould 
be found amiſſe , and with all proteſtins ſolemnly they 
bad neither done the thing (0 ſufpeied, nor intended it; 
+ yet behold the brethren vzre caſt out without the 
knowleaze of fin or due dealims for fin , ſave that for 
refuſing to anſwere intrappins demands, Which they 
erged ſubmiſſion unto as Gods word & Chrifts govern- 
went,they Were ( enſured as contemners of both,and the 
maintenance of this both Elders & Church are now ſo 
Weaaea to , that the chief of them bluſh not to affirm, 
that rather then they will 712 ba5k-from what they have 
done herein , they Will 992 0a in it , yea thourh tWo of 
then doe not remain togetizer. e And yet who ſecs not 
their palpable proſſe part:zl';ty in |þ wing their offen- 
ding favourites in matters of ſcandalous and evill na- 
tare,leaſt their epill combination be Weakened, diſcover- 
ed,or broken. Oh hawmach better wzre it they won'd 
ceaſſe to 459und in their oVon ſcnre, and take counſell 
from ſuch as in the fear of God are bath avle and wil- 
Ing to aireft them better. O that they Wowld learn to be 
wiſe at the Lift , ſo thro:17 the good hand of our God 

: there 


| theremignt be fo recovery of What 1s bff Whereas 
| now their irregular proceedings have made our bre- 
 thren in all yiaces :9 hang dwwn their heads, as they 
have been pl: uly certifyed fro ſundry Churches. Now 
from theſe and the like offences divers that were of us 
tern ther DACRS 4008 45 , and betake themſelves to hve 
at large , as if nowy the doore of indifferency or liberti- 
niſme were ſ« "tt open, that it matters nt Whom they 
hear, or where they walk , anie where or no Where, and 
meaſuring theſe mens ſins with others they think they 
CAN hardly goe to Worſe : * A 12d wihenc e riſeth all [4 his Ko 
much mare of the like , but even for the want of fait - 
full PaStors and Teachers , and godly diſcreet and able 
grides or Rulers in the Church ? but what hope of ever 
ſuch Worrbyes coming in , when there ts ſuch an hideots 
noyſe in the houſe, by ſuch unruly ma$ters which cract- 
ly ſmite ſome, wound others, & caſt their dear brethren 
_ ont at the wind Wes. Hence come familyes to be devi- 
ded, the loving huſband from his beloved wife, the -aife- 
CHonate parents from their dear ( hildren , hence come 
famulyes to be ſÞoyled by remiſſnes in neglett, nuy , {8 
utter laying aſide of joynt family du y&5;the new veſſels 
want their ſe, ſoinx, the tender plants their ave Wir 
tering, and {0 bec ome barren before their full gi wth 
that We may juftly take up we: com®laint of the Pri 0 - 
phet Fur fx 1.2. 3.4, Oh Lord how long ſÞalt 
[ cry and thou will not hearc! even cry out to thee 
for violence and thou will not help!1Why doſtthou 
 \ſhew 


ſew me iniquity, & cauſe me to behold ſorrow 2 
for ſpoyling and violence are before mee : and 
there are thar raiſe up ſtrife and contention , &c. 
Oh conſider this ye that are ſo bent to ſpoyling/, repent 
and turn in time, leaſt theliving ſtones orying in the 
wall of the ſpirituall houſe, the corner ſtone be of< 
fenaed, and fall upon you and grind you to peeces. But 
1 deſire your converſion and nat [ubyerſion , if the will 
of the Lord ſo be, though? ye have been bold to vent your 
Worft you can imagine againitF me upon all occaſions, 
and for your preſumptuous determ:ning my eterpall 
eftate,the Lord forgive you. If you pleaſe to read What 
rs here writt, I hope through the Lord it may turn your | 
courſes, that ye may ſee your duty is to build and not to 
deſtroy. Twey were the in{tructios onr late faith full Tea- 
cher M1. Aynſworth,delivered to us all,the laſt time he 
ever executed his miniſtery with us, which Was at ſuch ' 
a time a4 his bodye & naturall ſtrength were ſo decayed, 
that he wanted(as ye know) ability to come up again, 
even that very Lords day in the afternoone as his 
:ſuall marmer was , Wherein his faithfullnes may be 
ſeen even to hus laſt gaip, in ſtriving to feed the flocke 
even When the handof God was heavy upon hims in 
chat fore perplexing and ted:ous diſeaſs of the ſtone, of 
which in a few daycs after he dyed, yet ſince even un 
his ſtrong pain&s (that ſometime by reaſon of the extre- 
rity cauſed a ſtay of ſpeach, to the griefe of the hearers 
«nd beho!ders ) he was delivered of this, as the lat frat 
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of his miniftery , let the Iſrael! of God love it as Iacob 
did Benjamin the dear ſonne of his beloved wife , of 
whom ſhe dyzd.1t is not for nothing that the Holy Ghoſt 
expreſſly t:1ls us. Theſe be the laſt words of David 2. 
Sam. 23.1. Give meleave therefoie ( though not to 
call you together as Iacob did his ſons when he Was to 
del:yer his Laſt Words to them Gen.49. ) yet to en- 
treat you to read What our loyins Teacher as a father. 
ſpake in his charge laſt to us. And though ſome or the 
moſt of you heard them ſett out in the lively voyce Gods 
ſolemn ord:nance of preaching » yet let it not greive you, 
that 1 write to you ſome of the ſame things , 0 farr as 
my ſlow hand cold extend to compajſe , the fullues of 


his words I profeſſe not to report,no nor yet the ſumme or 


ſubſtance of every thing he hence delivered , no nor yet 


have I puvliſhed things ſo well as f might have done, 
had I ſett upon the Work. to Write it out fair inftamly, 
while things Were precn in ty own C others memo- 
796, but noW theſe notes having layen by me near 8. 
years before Iſett upon this reſolution , 1t 1s more deftc- 
tive then 15 requiſite for the report of @ work of ſo able 
and faithfull a man, yet I truſt none will be offenacd as 
me for ths ry ſervice of love , fince if ought ſhall be 
found amiſſe , 1 am willing the blame lye upon my 
miſunderſtanding or forgetfullnes, and fo let hin be free, 
who ever approved himſelf in his miniſtery to every 
mans conſcience. Beſides, had I been exatt mn taking , 
yet conſidering his condition at the time of the azlivery , 

fs 


it is 1n9t probable to come ſo refined to ſatisfy this enrious 
carping age , Whom nothing almost pleaſeth,but novelly 
garniſhed with hamane art. But as the contents of the 
ſermon tend not that way, (0 neither doe f paſſe to pleaſe 
the world herein. eMy chief arift is , to commend the 
remembrance both of the per ſon and Work, that ye may 
be affefed with the dayes of old, when We Went together 
to the houſe of God with joy, as thoſe that keep a ftuſt, 
that ſo we may reſolve with the Prophet Eſai. 62. 1. 
6.7. Not to hold our tongues for Teruſalems ſake , nor 
give the Lord reſt till he yy and ſet it up, that ſo the 
righteonſnes thereof may break, forth as the light , and 
falyation thereof as a burning lamp. 1 end With the 
heavenly words uttered when our- great and good ſhep- 
herd cam? into the World. LuKk.2. 14. Glory to God in 
the higheſt, & on carth peace, good Will toward men. 


Your brother in all Chriſtian 


aftection 
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1. PETER 2- 4- 


To Whom comming 4s unto 4 living 


Hone diſaloed of men, but choſen of 
"Cod 474 precious. 


Se > alſo 45 Living ſtores, be made 
a ſpiritual houſe , an holy prie#thood, 
70 offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices accepta- 
ble ro God by Ieſus Chriſt. 


He purpolc of tne Apo- 
tle in theſe words and 
ES tholc following , is to. 
F” cxhort all Chicittians 0 
the encreale of faith and 
= holines of life. He ha- 
'vino before mentioned 
the bounty of our Lord Ieſfus Chriſt, 
who hath affoarded the ſincere milk of 
his Word,that they might grow thereby: 
Now becauſe Paul may / plant,% Apollos r.Co.3, 55 
may water, but it is dans God that gives © 


the 
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Matth.1t. 
28 


10h. 6, 44. 


$ 
7 


the encreale, he doth therby lead them 
wo the Lord Ieſus Chriſt , who hath ſo 
provided for his newborn babes that 
they may have wherewith to'grow up. 

Firſt he ſpeaks of coming to Chriſt, 
deſcribing him a :ving ſtone as he is el[- 
where called the chiefe corner ſtone in this | 


building , upon whomall the people of 


=Gbd ought 0 rely 5 he being then the 


Chick corner ſtone, notwithſtanding he 
be diſalowed of men , yet to God he is 
elett and precious. 
The firſt duty the Holy Ghoſt here 
teacheth us is, That we ſhould be care- 
full to gct faith and holines in our per- 
ſons which we doe obtain by coming to 
Chriſt : ſccondiy we are next to cometo 
his houle, that is , to become members 
of his viſible Church. Now we come to 
Chriſt fiiſt by his call of us by the prea- 
ching of his word , as Chriſt ſaith Come 
to mee, (Fc. (econdly by thedrawing of 
the father. So that there are two waics or 
means to come to Chriſt,the one is out- 
ward, the other inward , the firſt is the 
Word, the {ccond is the Spirit, by per- 
{wading our hearts and bringing us to 
Ly Obedience of the Golpell, 
Next 


Next we are to conſ:der from what 
weare called,namely from that that is by £ 
nature ſinfull , from our ſinfull eſtare, 
ſecondly whereto weare called, thatis, 
to Chriſt, that we may become living 
ſtones,to be built a ſpiritual houſe. 

Chriſt is called a living ſtone as having 1,41, .6 
life in himſelf , and giving life to his & 2.4. 
church, he is called the chief corne ſtone — 
in way of fimilitude; for as the corner 
one to the building , is to joynthe walls 
ragether , ſo Chriſt is to the whole 
Church, hejoyns all his, both Iewes and 
Gentiles into one (pirituall houſe. Again 
heis called a ſtone in reſpect of his firm- 
nes of grace given of God by him; fo 
that all that are built upon him, are as a Matth.7, 
houſe built upon a rock which ſtands = 5.0 
ſure againſt all aſſaults , oppoſed by our TT 
Saviour to an houſe built upon the (and 
which falls when rempeſtuous aſlaults 
come :! (oisit withus , we have afhrm 
foundation which is Gods decree , his 
love ſtabliſhed to us in Chriſt. 

Is Chriſt then ſuch a firm and ſure ve. 
foundation, it is for the exceeding com- i : 
fort of all his people,that however they 
bc oppoled by the world and ſatan yct 

4 they 


\ 
' 


they ſhall rewain firm forever , the gareg 
Matth. 16. ,fþcll ſhall never prevaile againſt them, | 
Vie Again hath Chriſt life nor onely for | 
himſelf but for us, this is to ſhew us our 
dutyes that we carry our {cives as living 
ſtones in his ſpirituall houſe which is his 
Church, hethat is Chriſts muſt be a new | 
creature, by faith he myſt put on Chriſt, 
for unleſſe we come to Chriſt by faith, 
we ſhall depart from him without fruit: | 
and by thcle ſeycrall comparitons laid 
down in fcripture we are to know the 
orace of Chriſt is ſert fortli to us. He is 
2 living ſtone and he makes us living | 
ſtones, he gives life to the whole bodye, | 
He is callcd allo living bread , who- | 
lgever cate him ( thatis beleeyc in him) | 
Jobn.6. 5.0. ſhall live by him, if anic man cate of this | 
51. bread he ſhall live for ever. | 
He is called the vine and we the bran- | 
Iokn.25.5, Ches, he that abides in him brings forth | 
fruice , bur without him we can doe no- | 
thing;by him alone we bring forth fruit, | 
and expect falyation in the day of the 
Lord. | 
 D1ſalowed of wen. ) Firſt this was in 
1sown perſon when he was here,ſo allo 
in his aftcc, In himſclf , in that he had 


neither 


neither houſe nor home 3; for he was a 
carpenter & brought up without ſchoole Mak.6.3: 


| learning , and becauſe of his baſe and 


lowe citate > he was deſpiſed and men 
regarded him not. 

2. The Icwes were croſled in their 
error » While they expected falyation . 
by the works of the law,but he declares, 
if they will have falvation they muſt 
have it by him , without him none can 
{ce God, to the Iewes then Chriſt was a 
ftuwbling block , by them judged an 
enimicto God and Moles. | 

3. Chriſt came preaching the death x. Coy. x. 
of the croile, which ro the Gentiles is 23+ 
fooliſhnes, and in reſpect of his plain & 
ſimple admin\ſtration of the Golpell,for 
theſe cauſes he may be ſaid to bodila- 
lowed of men. 

This is ſpoken to comfort us againſt vje; 
the ſcandall of thecrofle, when we ſee 
he is rejected of the world not onelyin 
himſclf , bur in his ſeryants , Is Chriſt 
then not reſpected 7 letusnot be offen= 
ded., for Chriſt was to enter into glo- Luk, 24.26 
ry by ſuftting , let us then 'willingly 
endure deſpiting here, that we may have ” 
giory in the like ro come, for this cauſe r.P0t.4.Is 

B are: 7? 


Ron.10, Jo 


are we to arm our ſelves againft the 
temptations of this worid, becauſe if the 
maiſter of the houſc was thus entreated 
and difalowed of men, we his ſeruants 
muſt not murmure if we drink alſo of 
the ſame cup , therefore we are not to | 
Ioh.18. $6. think that the Kingdom of Chriſt here 
is 2 pompous outward Kingdom, burir 
conliſts in righteouſnes peace and joy in 
Rom. 14.17 Holy Ghoſt, and theſe thar are his 
ſabjedts muſt be meeke and humblezand 
Matth,zx, Therefore lect all rake heed that they be 
29, not offcndedar Chriſts meannelle, nor | 
yet ſtumble ar the aftlictions that come 
for his lake. 

The 3. thing , (ele of God and pre- 
cious. ) Whence we may oblerye, how 
oppolite the actions of God and men 
arc, men make no accompt of Chrift, 
bur count him vile, bur God honours 
and preferres him , it is prophecyecd of 
him that he ſhouid grow as a branch 

| out of a diy ground , {o faith the Pro- 

E/a.43.2. phet Efaic of him , ahd David com- 
Pſal,22. 7- pares him to a worme and no man, 
delpiſed of men , yet this hinders not 

Gods reſpect of him, for after (uffring 

Hob,12.2, he came to glory: Thus it 15 with all 


his 


Matth.10. 
: 84-29 


his people, although they are deſpiſcd 

of men, yet are they in accompt with 

God , Godaccompts them his treaſure, 

he pitchcth his tabernacle amungſt them, 

with whom he will dwcll. 

_ Chriſt is called the ele& of God by Eai.445 
the Prophet Eſaie , my ſervant whom I 1.2. 
have choſen, ſo wee are choſen in Chriſt, E292: 4- 


2. T1m-1.9. 
before the world was, God givs us eter- jyþ x0. _— 
nall life by him. 0 28. 


In that Chriſt 18 elect and we in him, YV*« 
it is to ſhew the aſſurance of ſalvation 
by Chriſt , as Chriſt dyed and went ro 
glory, ſo ſhall we allo, even as God 
did regard him as his onely begotten Mat1.g.17 
ſonne , in whom he is well pleaſed , 
notwithſtanding all his baſeneiſc in the 
worlds eſteem; ſo doth God accompr_ 
of all rcue Chriſtians , for this is for far- 
ther wan'fcſtation of the glory of God 


1n accepting them in his {one Chrilt. 


( Te alſo as livinge ſtones are builte up 
Pl Spirituall Houſe. ) As inthe fiſt place 
we faid , it is not enough to come to. 
Chriſt in our perſons , but we muſt. 
adjoyn to his Church , fo now we 
mult not conte1:t our ſelves with per- 
{onall good , but we mult fcek tarther 
B 2 p<r- 


% perfection to becom members of his 
v:itible Church , Ir is not lawfull for 
Chr'ſtiavs to wander in the world or to 
live alone, nor to adjoyn themſelves in 

; communion with falle Churches, but as 
Ait.2,47 it jsin the Ats, The Loyd added te the 
Church ſuch as ſhould be ſaved, unto this 

eſtate all are bound to come,and lo to be 

made pertakers of all Chrilts graces, who 
couples all the bodye together , for this 

caulc are they cailcd living ſtones in f1- 
militiude from the ſtones of the tewple 
CSpactcd into one bodye , but the ſtones 

of the Temple were livcles, theſe living, 

and herein they differ. As the firſt Tem- 

ple was a figure of Chriſt, ſo alſo it ligni- 

Heb.10.21. fycd all the bodye of the faithfull, who 
muke all one houſe, over which Chriſt is 
{ct. If we then be his houſe let us hold 
faſt our rejoycing to the end. 

Morcover although thoſe ſtones in that 
x.Xing,8, firſt Tewple built by Saloms were with- 

19. our life, yet God tooke polleſion of it; 
and dwelt in the middeſt of it,how much 
more with them that arc a tcwple joyncd ; 
LO2ctner of living ſtones. 

F&. Now as this 1s for jincouragement tO 
| all to become members of his Church, 


{0 


ſo alſo it ſheweth who are the fit mem- 
bers of his Church , even thole one- 
ly that are living ſtones. 

And in that the members of the 
Church ought to be living ſtones , it pg, 
ſhould teach us, not to be idle in good 
works , faith without works is dead, 
and juſt men live by faith , by faith 
we are made pertakers of the death 
of Chriſt and all other benefits , Chiiſt 
is the head of the body: As is the nature 
of the head,lo muſt the members be,and 
as the parts of the body naturall, have life 


Tam.2.17s 
Hab.2.4 


Ephe.5.23e 


from the head,lſo allo we from Chriſt, as 
he is the head and is living , ſo ought all 


true Chriſtians that come to him it is a 
thing againſt nature that a dead body 
ſhould be faſtcned toa living head , aud 


| therefore whoeyer is not faſtened tO 1(þy 8. 24; 


him by faith,cannot be made partakersof 
his life , therefore however hypochrites 
may come into the Church by thcir ſee- 
ming reocneratio, yet not haying the life 
of God inthem, they can receive no be- 
nefiet from Chriſt by the miniſtety of 
man. Bur becauſe we are to inſiſt upon 
the t1militude of a building we will rc- 


Curn io that. 
B 3 We 


vx.Cn.12. 


wo 4 « 


vaſe 5. 


vp. 6. 


We are built into an houſe three man- 
ner of waics , fiſt by the gifts of the ſpi- 
cit , when God gjves ability to build up 
one another by the graces we reccive fro 
the Spirit of God, 2. Beſides theſe, there 
are offices proceeding from the Lord 
Chiiſt, of which ſome were mailter buil- 


_ ders as che Apoſtles, and Prophets , next 


after them the Euangeliſts, up6 the Do- 
Erines they taught and writt the church 
Is builded, as the Apoſtle teftifyes to 
the Epheſ.2. 20. 21, To thelehe adds the 


_ ordinary miniſtery of the church , Pa- 


ſtours and Teachers Eph.4. 11.12. Vnto 
theſe two we have a third namely the 0- 
perations of God the father, who makes 


his word powerfull and effectuall, giving | 


uSprace to undetitand and applyit; and 
to bring forth the fruit of it:ſo that from 
the Father , Sonne and Holy Ghoſt, we 
receive life & theſe benefitts here {poke 
of,and ſo become a fpirituall houſe. This 
{piriroall houſe is oppoſed ro the mate- 
reall houſe builded by Salomon , which 
was bur a figure as the Apoſtle ſaith ro 

the Hebrewes, 
We are therefore to bee carcfull that 
the oraces of God be not received 1n us 
311 
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| invaine , butthat we grow in grace in 
. faith and holines,thart we way be built up 
| an holy houſe & habitation by his ſpirit. 
| Inthis life we are bur inthe growth , but 
inthe lifc ro come , we ihall come to be © 
peifett men, nowe in the mean time we 1 © 
are to know we are in this world as 26. 
Chriſt was inthis world, ſtill growing. #Frov-3:4» 
There isallwaics an end of building, _ 
as the Apoſile ſaith Eph.2.29. The whole 
church is built upon the foundation of 
the Apoltles and Prophets Icſus Chriſt. 
himſelf being the chicf corner ſtone, in 
whom all the building is coupled toge- 
ther. 1. groweth to bean holy remple in 
Lord,wherby the holy Ghoſt ſhews , tho 
Rate of the Church figured by the Tem- 
ple. The ſecond end is in the 22. yetlc, 
to be the habitation of God by the S$pi- 
rit,hence is it the holy Ghoſt faith, know 
yenot that your bodyc is the tewple of ;,cg.6. 
tne holy Ghoſt? 
Thus being the temple of God, we yp, 
may build ups the affurice of :he Lords _ 
promiſe of dwelling amonglt us , as its Rn: 1h 
| laid, I will walk & dwell amoneſt them , cg. 6.26 
and pitch my Tabernacle amongſt you, I 
will be your God & ye ſhall be my pco- 


4 ple, 


2.Pet. 3.18, Sn 


-3T 

Hd 22 

'& WJ 

of $1 6 
. 


1.Tim.5. 


ple, thus the moſt heavenly promiſes are 
{art downe under this myſtzry , the Fall 
accompliſhment wherof hall bes fullgl- { 
led in the world to come : In the mcan 
time as Salomon prayed at the dedicatis 


v, £8. $.27 of the Temple , behold the heavenof 


heavens cannot contain thee , {o we 
may fay , what are we, that God ſhould 
dwell amongſt us,or that he ſhould poure 
our the graces of his (piric upon us? and 
foraſmuch as we ſhould be a ſpirituall | 
houſe, we are to take heed that we defile | 
not our bodyes or ſoules : ſes what care | 
God had of old of the Temple,none de- | 
filed, might enter therein, if a matercall 
houſe was ſo carefully kept , how much | 
morethe living LE chechurch of God, 

if the former were carefully waritched and 
looked tro, to keep it from pollution, | 
how much more ſhould we be carctall to | 
keep vur ſelves from our own or others 
ſins, therefore let us take heed that we | 
harbour not uncleannes within us , but 
that we labour to be holy as he is holy, 


is z.Pet.r, 16 becauſe we are built a {pitiruall houſe. Sa« 
7 x.Kin,6,38 : 680 houſe was {even years in build- 


| {oweinthis houſe of God mult bc 


al in building in that faith ro which 
God 


pms OO 


vo 
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God hath called us. 

The end of that houſe was to declare 
Gods word amoy2(t them, and there did 
th: Locd pro.u.(c he w ould accept their 
offcings. 

Fcom the houſe we are now to ſpeak 
of che prieſtzovd , for that he {peaks of 
nxt, (an holy prie*Þ3904. ) As of Christ, 
we are called Chrilt ans, fo from the par- 
ticular offices of Ch:iſt, as of Prophet, A4.11, 26, 
P:12zt, andKiny , we ace ever w:th h m 
mad: oartakers of the {ame,we have the 
annoyming of Chriſt to make us prophets 
pcieſts and Kinys, of his prielthood we 
ſes here, that we ſhould bs an bly prieft- 
h10d. Touching the holines of the prie{t- 
hood it was appointed by the Lord one- Ex? ph T 
ly roloime, for none mi2ht tak? that ho- ys LENS 
noir upon them bur he that was called Heb,;.q. 
of God as was Aaron, ſono ſpirituall 
p-iet now,but he that is called of Chriſt, 
rherctore there is now no true pricſts bur 
of Curiſt,as Chriit offced ro his father a 
ſoirituall ſacrifice acceptable, fo we by 
him are made able to offer ſpirituall fa- 
CLIACces, 

The ſecond thing belonging ro- the Ley.,21, 17 
pcicſthood,th:y muſt be without blemiſh, 

As -t 


if anjc were blemiſhed they were to be 
CO pe putt from their office , fignifying therby | | 
= #-*** thathethat js our high prieſt , muſe be |! « 
holy harmlefle and undetiled , ſeperate | | 
from finners,the prieft muſt ab{tein from | | 
unclean things, we arenot to marvel the __ 
Lord ſhould be fo carefall of the prielts, 
fince he will be honoured in thole thar 
come near him,they were to be tryed and 
knownto be of holy converſation in the 
hoht of God ; the lame thing is required 
of us,that we purge out that naturall cor- 
ruption wherein we were born , that we 
ſhould be chavged tro our deformityes, 
and ſhake off our corruprions in the fighe 
of God,that we may be holy as the prieſts | 
ot God, to offec holy ſacrifices to him. | 
The ſacrifices that the prieſts did offtec = 
of old were of two forts, tome were to 
- puttaway lin, ſome for thanſpiving to 
God. Theſe {acrifices are now ccalled, 
for Chriſt once offtiing himlelt hath fa- 
tityed all, and hath putt an end ro all | 
(hg ol thole lceall types, therefore now no {a- | 
x. lobn.y, 7 Ciifice cither bloody or unbloody is ante | 
ſacrifice for our {in , but onely the blood } 
of Chritt wh chclcanleth us from all f1n. 
Firſc for the burnt offiivgs they were 
| {1gncs | 


Lov it.10.3;, 


TOO TO TOI IRae Fr ocy any», 


ſFones of our offcing our bodyes and 


| oules tro the Lord , for in ir the whole 
' creature was giv-n unto God, onely the 


prieſt had the (kin for his labour » Other Ley 4.5. 
free will offrings » ſome were of beaſts, 
ſome of fowles,and other of corne,now 
in thoſe offrings of bealts ad towles,they 
were not to be brought dead : butliving, 
and therefore no fiſh that dyes fo ſoone 
4s it is out of the water was fitt for facri- 
fice. = 
| God hereby teacheth us, not tobring 77. 
lame and dead facrifices, but to preſent 
ourſelves as living ſacrifices, holy, acccp- Rom.12-r, 
table to the Lord in Iefus Chrilt. Thele 
things did the Jawe of Moles teach them 
in tholc legall ſacrifices, bur unto us we 
know all thoſe outward lacrifices are a- 
boliſhcd, and therefore we are not to doc. 
ſo, but we are to kill our worldly luſts, 
we muſt preſent our bodyes and fonles to Matth. 22. 
God , and ſerve him with all our hearts, 77: 

; : Mark 12, 
with all our ſoule , and with all our 10.33. 
[trength , and this more then all burnt 


oftrings and ſacrifces. 


For kit fpirituall lacrifices doe conſiſt 
in the heart,of which David (pcaks inthe 
51. Plaim,The ſtcrifices of God ave a Op Pſal.g1 17. 
Tart, 


heart , a broken and contrite heart, O God 
thou Wilt uot defþiſe. Then is there the | | 
Moſe. 14.2. fruic of the lips , fo that we muſt not | | 


Heb. 13.15. 


Plal.69, zo Oncly have holy affections , butalfo our | 
7 I, mouths and lips muſt ting to his praiſe, | 


E)9.4-29. we mutt hayc no unprothtable and pro- 
fine words to come out of our mouths, 

3. Likewilcall our actions and benchits 
wcb. 13.15. to the poore are acceptable tacrifices, To 


A#.24.17. doe good , and to diſtribute forgett not, - 


PIU-4- T8 fot with ſuch lacrifices God is well pleas 


led, fothat in generall , all good works | 
God appoynts us to walk in, in prayer, in 
£.Cu.8. 5. thanſgiving,ia performing dutyes one to | 


another,in relcite of our brethcen, wher- 


in we are poured Qut as in ſacrifice for 


our brethren. 
Acceptable to God by Teſs Chriſt; Thele 


ſacrifices then mult be fo oftred as they 
may be accepted in leſus Chcilt, It a man 
offcred (acrifice not accepted , he both 
loſthis charge aud his reward , ſu God 


doth not reſpect lacrifices that are not | 
oftrcd in Telus Chrilt, 1 


[ic then that would have his ſervice 


leafino ro God, malt fit have his perlon 
t S P 


accepted , otherwiſe his lacr;fhce cannot 
be w<ll pleafting to God, {0 in Cainand 
Abcll, 


| 


« 
| 


| 


*, 


4 Abell, the Lord had reſpe& to Abell, & 
e | his offring , firſt his perſon was accepted Gen. 4.4» 
t | then his offcing,the reaſon is, becaulc the ; 
' thelacrifice of the wicked is abhomina- Prov. 15.8. 
» | bleto God, therefore no wicked man pjal,6g.18, 
- can offcr a ſweet ſmelling facrifice to 
God, bccavſe himſelfe being wicked all 
3 hisactions the Lord hath no reſpect to. 
\ Secondly God doth nor onely require 
* kolines inour perſons, but he farther re- 
quires that they be done at his comaund, 
for if men had offred anie other ſacrifice 
then he commaundcd, it was a thing that 
 heabhorred , therefore in oftiing their = 
_ children to Moloch the Lord proteſts a- Ifr.7.zr. 
oainſt it as a thing he neyer commaunded, : a 33 6 
whatloever worſhip then is done by the 
precepts of men without the commaun- 
dement of God it is vaine and finfull, In 
vain doe they woribip me ( faith Chriſt) 
thatteach for Doctrines the commaun- Matth-15.9 
dements of men. 
3.As we have a Carc to doc what God 
commaunds , yet are we not to think for 
the worithines of the work done. to be 
accepted ; but {imply to delight to doc ir 
as athing commaunded of God in ube- 
diencc to hin). 


ry 
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4. We mult havefaith,that ſo it may be 
FMeb.r1.6. well pleaſing to him, we muſt performi 
in him in whom the father is well = 
ſed, that is in Iclus Chriſt ,, the reaſon is, 

becauſe every man by nature being cor- 
Tupted, we cannot offer anie thing where. 

Mebr.10.4. With God is pleaſed, As it was impoſſible 
that the blood of bulls and goates ſhould 

purge in, ſo is it notpoſlible to offer anic 

other ſacrifice pleaſing to God, bur onely 

that that is done in faith of Chriſt, 2. 1 

muſt þe by and through Ieſus Chriſt, be- 

cauſe he is the Mediarour of the new tc- 

4 Hebr.12. 24 {tameEt, becauſe God & we are not at One, 
i therefore we mult have a Mediatour, and 
there is no other Mediatour between 


i x. Tim.2, 5 God and man but Teſus Chriſt, therefore 
iſh 1-1 wholocyer offer anie duty & not in faith 
M | in Chriſ},they cannot pleaſe God, be they 
= prayers or anie other ſervice. In the. ſa- 

2Y Lev "py * crifices of old they were ſtill to have ſalt, 

1 voy hd} as ſalt Keeps from putrifying, ſo it allo. 
N 7h. alters the reliſh of the fleſh : which is to 
br: teach us, not to think ro come to God ig | 
._—_ , _ theraſtof our own works , but bythe] 
i Covenaunt of Iefus Chrilt. 

(.  _ Theſummeof allis thar we arecalled 


of God from our naturall and corrupt | 
ſtate, 


id 


Pe NL ie i HE OE EE INS 


| hedefends us fis evill , & doth us g00d, 


Natczto the ſtate of grace in Telus Chriſt, 


which is deſpiſcd inthe worid , but rich 
in the light of God, and fo ought ut to be 
eſtcemed of us above all things, even the 
orcatelt riches & honours of this world. 
Let us not then paſſe for the repioach of 
the world,for having Chriſt we have all, 
therefore we are to eſtecm of this privi- 
ledge aright > and foraſmuch as God re- 
quiceth holines ſhould be in his houſe of 
old,and we arte his ſpirituall houſc,lert us 
not think that God requireth: leile of us 
the of o1d. Labour we to Keep our elves 
without {pott, As Chriſt was ſaid to be Heb. 3.6. 
faithfull in his own houſe , whole houſe 
wearc if we hold faſt the confidence , & 
rejoycing of the hope firm unto the end, 
for this is our happines that we are called 
to the communion of himlelfe & ſpiricr, 


here and for ever, and ſo ſhould we be 

thankfull re God, for if God would be 

honoured of the fathers in the matercall 
temple,how much wore of us, to whoa 

he hath given the {pirituall houle & {piri- 

tuall ſacrifices, the fathers, ſaluted the pro- 

miſes a farr oft, God providing lome bct- 

rer thing for ps , that they without us yeh, xx.46, 
ſkould not be made pertect. = OE 


A Poſtſcript to the Brethren | 


_ abſent. 
dur Ds the Rethren, it may haply ſeem Firange | to 


zholſom you , that the people here complained of, 
connſell of ſhowld be ſo irregular, in their proceedings, 
Mr. Thorp ſo ſingular , as to rejeit the help of all , bus 


19221 i onlg Jonce they had their reaſons, 1 thought it re- 


have pre - qiſite ro give the their aue herein.The reaſon | 


. vented al. Why they proceeded not by therule Matr, 18. 
See the was, becauſe in this caſe, they had nothing tg 
rap i 'O doe with it. bat Toſua 22. & 1. Theſ. F. 220 
rc 14 QuE end the reaſon Why they rejelled all others 


ftio in our 


Loving help was.becauſe they ſaid they Were 4 CON=s 
Tender,pu- trary 10 all me. As for farther things obſer« 
bliſhed ved, referr myſelf to the indifferent preſent, 

1023. whether 1 have not ſett down their offences | 
K r.Theſſ. ſparingly, they having bee v50ſtly in additzon 


2, I » . 
0 nA conſtant courſe more then 7. years - yet 


Notwith- (yirh priefe 1 ſpeak _it ) they are ſo confident 


tent, - q and overju$t mn their comſes.that they conti- 
in merdy hath 112 wearyleſſ e condemning all others,@& cen- 


kere ray ſed a- ſure thoſe within their po Wer that withftand 
nother church ;},og in it, and this in deed and truth, is the 
pavers forge fountain whence all our preſent troubles have 
lk in Fong iſſued. This I thought neceſſary to declare,be- 
fear of God. canſe it miniters juSt occaſion to manie god- 
Act.9.31. ly perſons to flumble at us. Things thus pro- 


Gen.31,37. ped: Letthe Brethren judg bctween us, 
FINI S. 
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